
Mary is first among the saints and shows us the way. 

SERIES: 2020 VISION  
In this series, Fr Gerard Moloney CSsR looks at what it means to have new eyes for a new
decade.

In his letter on holiness, Gaudete et Exsultate, Pope Francis describes living the
beatitudes of Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount as the key to sainthood. Live the
beatitudes and we will be living according to God’s vision. Live the beatitudes
and we will join the communion of saints.
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Year A1 November 2020 – All Saints
Psalter Week 3

Season colour: WHITE 

GOD’S WORD TODAYToday’s readings

Apoc 7:2-4,9-14
1 Jn:3.1-3
Mt 5:1-12

[continued on back page]

W hen Mary learns that her cousin Elizabeth
is pregnant, she rushes to visit her. It’s a
risky journey for a pregnant woman to make

but it doesn’t inhibit Mary. She sees Elizabeth’s need and
responds to it. And it’s not a fleeting visit. Mary spends
three months with her cousin, helping her deal with the
challenges of pregnancy.

Mary’s arrival triggers an extraordinary response in
Elizabeth and her unborn child. They know someone
special has come. The child leaps in its mother’s womb,
and Elizabeth prays words of blessing on her cousin.  

Mary responds with the Magnificat. She speaks of
all that God has done for her and for humanity. She
speaks of God’s justice, of his care for the lost. She
articulates God’s vision for the world, a vision all God's
people are called to share.

BLURRED VISION 

F rom its earliest days, the Christian
community in East and West has
honoured Mary. Numerous feasts

celebrate her role in salvation history,
thousands of churches have been
named for her, scores of religious
congregations called after her. Mary
has been given many titles – Mother of
God, Mother of the Church, Madonna,
Queen of Heaven, Mother of Perpe tual
Help – but other titles describe her
too – teen mother, believer, a seeker
after truth, refugee, prophet, witness,
revolutionary, saint. We can spiritualise
Mary, make her safe. We can also
spiritualise the Magnificat and make it
a safe, pious prayer. But that would be
a mistake.

Mary was no docile doll or passive
partner in God’s plan. She wasn’t a

submissive ‘yes’ woman, as she’s sometimes depicted.
She had agency and grit, and she was strong and
independent, as strong and independent as a woman
could be in her day. She wasn’t afraid to speak truth to
power, to point to how things should be. Mary shows
what it means to see with God’s eyes.

GOD’S VISION 

M ary’s Magnificat presents her grand vision in
crystalline clearness. It’s a manifesto on
behalf of the poor. Mary talks about turning

the world upside down, inverting the established power
structure, knocking the mighty from their thrones,
raising the lowly. The young woman who makes this
prayer is no shrinking violet. She describes a whole new
way of living and relating, a vision of the kingdom of God.

The religious and political leaders of her time
wouldn’t have liked what she said. Today’s
ruling elites wouldn’t like it either. 

Mary’s Magnificat echoes Jesus’s
address at the beginning of his public
ministry: “I have come to bring good
news to the poor, liberty to captives, a
year of God’s favour.” Like Mary, Jesus
chose the weak over the strong, the
poor over the rich, the sick over the
healthy, sinners over the pious, the
marginalised over the powerful. Like
mother, like son, you could say. And
like Mary and her Son, our vision must
also be for a radical, new way of
living, one that anticipates the
kingdom of God.

Mary is our mother and our model;
her vision is our vision too. n

series ends

VISION
OF MARY

– TO SEE AS
MARY SEES
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Wednesday 25th November 7.30pm 
For the deceased of Our Lady Queen of 

Peace Parish 
The Mass will take place without a congregation 
and will be transmitted by means of the church 
webcam from Saint Colman’s Church, Lambeg. 

PLENARY INDULGENCES - NOVEMBER 2020 
On 22nd October 2020, the Apostolic Penitentiary, by the special mandate of His Holiness 
Pope Francis, extended the period in which the customary plenary indulgences in 
November may be obtained, namely; 

a.- the plenary indulgence for those who visit a cemetery and pray for the dead even if 
only mentally, normally established only on the individual days from 1 to 8 November, 
can be transferred to other days in the month of November. These days, freely chosen by 
individual faithful, can also be separated from each other; 

b.- the plenary indulgence of November 2 established on the occasion of the 
commemoration of all the faithful departed for those who visit a church or an oratory and 
recite the "Our Father" and the "Creed" there, can be transferred not only to the Sunday 
before or after or on the day of the solemnity of All Saints, but also on another day of the 
month of November, at the free choice of the individual faithful. 

In respect of those who are housebound, the elderly, the sick and all those who for 
serious reasons cannot leave the house, for example due to restrictions imposed by the 
competent authority for the time of a pandemic, in order to avoid numbers of faithful 

crowding into sacred places, will be able to obtain the Plenary indulgence provided that, 
spiritually uniting with all the other faithful, completely detached from sin and with the 
intention of complying as soon as possible with the three usual conditions (sacramental 
confession, reception of the Eucharistic and prayer for the Holy Father’s intentions) recite 
prayers for the dead dearest to the faithful in front of an image of Jesus or of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, or meditate on a reading of one of the Gospel passages proposed by the 
liturgy for the dead, or carry out a work of mercy 
 

 

 
 

RECENTLEY DECEASED: James Dunlop, Glengoland Park 

                                    Anna Rush, Diamond Gardens 
ANNIVERSARIES 

We pray for those whose anniversaries occur around this time. 
Hugh McMahon, Seamus McAlea and Joseph & Mary Barry 

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord and may perpetual light shine upon them 
 

MASS FOR THE DECEASED TEACHERS OF DOWN AND CONNOR Will be Streamed 
Live On Wednesday 4th November 2020 at 7.30pm from the Church of Mater Dei 
Cliftonville Road, Belfast Via: ‘Diocese of Down and Connor - YouTube' channel at: 
www.youtube.com/channel/UCEHEomhU03Y91gGFQu2-JYA Please forward by Monday 2nd 
November 2020 the name of any teacher from the Diocese who has died during the past 
twelve months for inclusion in the Mass. TO: Fr Edward McGee Down and Connor Catholic 

Schools’ Support Service 120 Cliftonville Road Belfast BT14 6LA Tele: 028 9049 1886 
Email: dctrusteeservice@downandconnor.org 
 

NOVEMBER - MONTH OF THE HOLY SOULS 
Many people choose to abstain from alcohol during November and offer up their sacrifice 
for their deceased relatives and friends. You can do likewise. 
Please consider taking the short term Pledge for November and say the prayer daily - 
"I promise in honour of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and with the help of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary to abstain from all alcoholic drink during November". 
 
SMA RETREAT AND CONFERENCE CENTRE DROMANTINE, plan to re-open the 
Retreat Centre on 1st November 
‘BROKEN OPEN’: How difficult times can help us grow 
Fr. Hugh Lagan SMA 2nd November (9.30am) – 3rd November (5.00pm) 
This workshop will explore the potential for discovering courage, compassion and wisdom 
even in the most painful of life circumstances.  Full cost £115 or €125  
 ‘Loss and Recovery’ Fr. Jim Cogley 14th November (9.30am – 5.00pm) 
This seminar will explore loss in its many facets and how it is also an invitation to 
wholeness. "While the heart grieves for what it has lost, the Spirit dances for that which it 
has found." Full cost £35 
 
TRÓCAIRE Every year Trócaire asks for your help during Lent to fund lifesaving 
programmes around the world. This year, of course, it was not possible to return Trócaire 
boxes through schools or parishes in the usual way. This is the worst possible timing 
coming just as the world’s poorest people need us most. Therefore, Trócaire are appealing 
to you to return your Lenten donation. Simply count or estimate what is in your box and 
donate in the following ways:   1. Online at www.trocaire.org 
                                             2. By phone: 1850 408 408 (ROI) or 0800 912 1200 (NI) 
                                             3. By post to Trócaire, Maynooth, Co. Kildare (ROI) or                    
Trócaire, 10 King Street, Belfast, BT1 6AD (NI) 
The contents of each and every Trócaire box, no matter how small, come together to 

make a significant difference. This virus knows no borders, but neither does our 
compassion. 
 
THE APOSTOLATE OF ADORATION invites you to ADORATION, PRAYER & FASTING on 
the FOUR FRIDAYS in NOVEMBER for: Renewal of the Catholic Faith in Ireland Reparation 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and Immaculate Heart of Mary The Suppression of the 
Pandemic The Holy Souls Preparation for Advent and for the Birth of Jesus (see website for 
full details www.eucharisticadoration.ie) 

http://www.ourladyqueenofpeacekilwee.com/
http://www.eucharisticadoration.ie/


 

 

 

DONATIONS  
If you require a box of the weekly collection envelopes please 

contact the parish office  
If possible those who are using the parish envelopes we would ask 
them to consider going paperless. 
If interested please contact the parish office 90616300. 

 
 

CONTACTING PARISHES WITHIN OUR PASTORAL COMMUNITY 
 
Christ the Redeemer Parish 
Priest: Fr Colin Crossey P.P. 
Parochial House,1 Lagmore Grove, Belfast, BT17 0TD 
Tel: 02890618477 
Parish Office     Monday-Friday 9am-1pm Tel 02890 309011 
 
Derriaghy Parish 
Fr Brian McCann-Administrator 
St. Luke’s Presbytery, Twinbrook Road, Dunmurry BT19 0RP 
Tel: 90619459 Email: stlukes@downandconnor.org 
Parish Office    Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9am-12noon   02892 660073 
Email:derriaghy@downandconnor.org Parish website www.derriaghycatholicparish.org 
 
Nativity Parish 
Priest: Fr Aidan Keenan P.P. 
Parochial House, 1 Bell Steel Road, Dunmurry, Belfast BT17 0PB 
Tel: 02890 625739 Email: nativity@downandconnor.org Website: www.nativitypoleglass.com 
Parish Office       Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 10am-1pm   Tel: 02890625739 
 
Saint Anne’s Parish 
Priest: Fr Peter O’Hare P.P. 
Saint Anne’s Parochial House, Kingsway, Finaghy, Belfast BT10 0NE 
Tel: 02890610112 
Parish Office    Monday to Friday 9am-1pm  Tel: 02890 610112 
Parish Sister: Sr Mary Murray RSHM Email. stannes@downandconnor.org 
Parish website www.saintannesparish.net 
 
Saint Luke’s Parish 
Priest: Fr Brian McCann P.P. 
Saint Luke’s Presbytery, Twinbrook Road, Dunmurry, Belfast BT19 0RP 
Tel: 02890625739 
Parish Office    Monday-Thursday 9am-1.30pm  
Email: stlukes@downandconnor.org    Tel 028 90625739 
 
Permanent Deacons within our Pastoral Community 
Rev Kevin Webb ministering in Derriaghy Parish, To contact, please contact Derriaghy Parish 
 
Rev Patrick McNeill ministering in Anne’s Parish, To contact, please contact Saint Anne’s Parish 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
OCTOBER PARISH DRAW WINNERS 

 

 
£500     R Pimley                   Netherlands Park        
£100     S Higgins                  Glengoland Ave 
£100     N Power                    Brooke Court         

£100     Mrs McMahon            Glengoland Ave   
£100     A Craig                     Credenhill Park           
 
Promotors 
£50       J McKeever 
 
 
Congratulations to all the winners and many thanks to the promoters and members for 
their commitment to the Draw.        
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